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PLATINUM AWARD FOR BEST 
GREEN-BUILT HOME
BEST IN SOUTH ATLANTIC REGION

TipTopHaus is a tribute to the next evolution of a simple idea 
that put Sarasota, Fla., into the middle of a worldwide conversa-
tion about architecture in the early 1950s, when the city was 
experiencing a postwar renaissance led by famed architects 
Paul Rudolph and Ralph Twitchell. Following the lead of Walter 
Gropius of the German BauHaus school, Rudolph and Twitchell 
began to incorporate the International Design style of BauHaus 
into a new style called “The Sarasota School of Architecture.” 

TipTopHaus speaks the language of original Sarasota School 
homes while satisfying today’s stringent building and zoning codes 
and FEMA requirements. The clean lines and simple forms inspired 
by the rich vernacular architecture of Sarasota’s famous Lido Shores 
neighborhood fi t perfectly into this waterfront infi ll community. 

The home’s crisp form is tempered with a rich palette of materi-
als like cypress wood, bamboo, and concrete. Stunning geometry, 
an amazing play of light and shadow from within, and unparal-
leled gulf and bay views from the top of the house are its defi ning 
features. A front-courtyard pool on the gulf-facing street façade 
becomes the epicenter of the design within the living spaces. 

TipTopHaus could be considered an “upside-down” house, 
since the top fl oor is the living fl oor and also houses the master 
suite. The lower fl oor offers an elegant entry sequence anchored 
by a stair that climbs through the heart of the home. A common 
living area downstairs serves to circulate residents and guests 
around the pool deck, and is fl anked by guest suites. 

Cantilevered porches, clean lines, and large expanses of glass 
are reminders that this is a modern home, but there’s nothing 
cold about it. Crisp woodwork and plenty of natural materials 
keep it warm and rooted to island living in Florida. A rooftop 
balcony of almost 800 square feet is the “yard” in this design 
and offers views of Sarasota Bay, the downtown skyline, and the 
Gulf of Mexico.

The home is certifi ed LEED Platinum and FGBC Platinum and 
is Energy Star-rated. Advanced technologies include iPhone-
operated lighting, security, entertainment, and solar photovolta-
ics. The many energy-effi cient and sustainable features include 
LED lighting; exterior doors with low-e, insulated, and impact-
resistant glass; and core-fi ll foam wall insulation.
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TipTopHaus pays homage to the 
Sarasota School of Architecture with 
its crisp, clean lines and simple forms. 
Unlike the original Sarasota School 
homes, however, this one is a model of 
energy effi ciency and sustainability.


